350                            THE    SCENE    CHANGES
The Queen stayed at Montreuil visiting hospitals and only met the
King at Abbeville to receive the French President. Quinn described
the new battleplane, a huge machine carrying twenty men, with
engines so powerful that they tear up grass by the roots with the wind
made by the propellers. They had a demonstration of our new flame
throwers, canisters thrown a thousand yards by the Stokes trench
mortar. The canister explodes four feet from the ground, throwing
out other missiles, which explode in their turn, scattering burning oil
stuff which saturates everything and cannot be put out. The range
of the German flame thrower is only one hundred yards, and the
man who carries it is always killed. He said that they are feverishly
bringing up heavy guns for the new offensive. One trick we played on
the Germans is a dummy corpse. The Germans are desperately
anxious to get hold of identification discs and cannot resist a corpse.
The dummy is put out one night and is photographed by a German
aeroplane. Our men hide the next night dressed up in grass. Pres-
ently the German body snatcher approaches and is collared and shot,
so we get his identification disc instead. Another trick is to push a
dummy man up from the trench. It is at once shot by a German
sniper and, from the angle at which the bullet enters the dummy
and leaves it, the sniper is located and shot.
Bruce Richmond* said to-day that the War Office computes the
German losses from our trench raids to average ten thousand a month.
He believes that the war will not outlast the autumn, having just read
a collection of letters taken from German prisoners reflecting the
desperate state of Germany.
I was asked to-day to send an officer to the Grand Fleet at Scapa
Flow to investigate the cause of the blowing up of H.M.S. Vanguard.
Information reached me to-day from Switzerland that Count
Schlinsky, a Hungarian diplomat, had arrived there from Venice with
the definite purpose of opening up preliminary Peace negotiations
with England. He quoted a common saying in Vienna that whereas
it would take three years before a German could show himself in
Paris, it would take four before he would be tolerated in Vienna. He
said that the Austrians had made three attempts to sound the French
for a separate peace,
Shoito Douglas, who now has the work of detailing gun crews for
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